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Calendar of Events  
 
 ARIA ft. Rochelle Bard 
 3/19/15 at 7:00PM  
 St. Joseph Memorial Chapel 
 
 Libertad! Spring Concert 
 4/17/15 at 8:00PM 
 St. Joseph Memorial Chapel 
 
 College Choir Argentina Tour 
 5/25/15 – 6/5/2015 
 Buenos Aires, Argentina 
     
 
Want more of the Holy 
Cross Choirs in your life?  
Check us out on social 
media! 
 
Like our Facebook page:  
Holy Cross Choirs 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ho
ly-Cross-Choirs/134738906539108 
 
 
Follow us on Twitter  
@holycrosschoirs 
 
And on Instagram: 
@holycrosschoirs 
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Choir Week: Winter 2015 
Equal parts boot camp, spiritual exercise and out of town tryout, “Choir 
Week” was an experiment in musical immersion. From January 17th to 
19th, we sight-read, memorized, struggled to pronounce the double 
consonant and hit the downbeat right. We worked together, in sections, 
in hallways and in offices. We studied the science of the voice and the 
meaning of each text. We navigated tempos, tones and traditions, 
weaving our way through chant and swing and spirituals, from Bernstein 
to Verdi to Kander and Ebb.  
 
Yes, we struggled and spent an unimaginable amount of time talking 
about breath control, vowel sounds and Galician party songs, but we 
emerged from this experience.  We emerged, happy to be back where we 
belonged. We emerged exhausted, but as if from a hearty, three-day 
laugh. All of us emerged confidently, excited to take on a semester of 
seven concerts in five locations and a tour of Argentina. 
 
In the coming months, think about getting out to one of our shows. We 
promise you’ll have a blast. After all - we’ve been training, just for this.  
 
Tim Rice, ‘16 
After choir week, Chamber Singers starts the spring performance season by singing 
at WAM Works in Worcester. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ARIA, featuring Rochelle Bard 
 
Spring Concert 
On March 13, the College Choir accompanied by a guest 
orchestra will present ARIA, a dynamic evening of classical 
masterpieces. From Offenbach’s Belle Nuit to Bernstein’s 
classic Make Our Garden Grow, the College’s two primary 
choral groups hope to inspire and invigorate the audience 
with their indispensable talents.  
The concert will give new life to sixteen operatic pieces and 
feature soprano soloist, Rochelle Bard, rising opera star and 
a Holy Cross alumna. After performing with the Holy Cross 
Choirs in March, Ms. Bard will be performing the role of 
Leonore in the Knoxville Opera’s production of Il Trovatore in 
Knoxville, Tennessee in April. 
Both the College Choir and Chamber Singers are excited to 
work with Rochelle and learn from her experience in various 
choral settings. 
Diana Hurtado, ’17 
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Coming up… 
Alumni, are you interested in singing more with your Holy Cross family? 
 
Recent alumni are forming an affinity group with the goal of forming an official Holy Cross Alumni Choir directed by David 
Harris.  As alumni, you have the opportunity to join the choirs on tour in Argentina in the spring.  If you’re interested in 
singing, or helping the group form, contact Adrian Fekula at adrianpfekula@gmail.com and put “Alumni Choir’  
in the subject.  
-Catherine, Catherine, Adrian, and Christina 
 
This April, the Holy Cross College Choir and Chamber 
Singers will hold their annual Spring Concert.  With much 
less snow on the ground, warmer temperatures, and 
under a month remaining in the school year, the choirs 
will celebrate the semester’s work and look ahead to the 
promises of summer. Over the course of the past 
semester, Dr. David Harris led the choir on a musical 
journey through pieces from around the globe and a wide 
range of traditions and influences culminating in the 
group’s spring semester repertoire, which includes music 
from at least three continents. 
 Libertad! looks directly ahead to the choir’s 
summer, and is the first performance of the group’s 
international tour to Argentina.  The semester’s wide 
range of musical traditions has given the choir an 
international musical perspective, and this exciting trip 
has been a source of motivation for the group’s great 
work.  The tour will feature music from North and South 
America, “from shining sea to tango’s ticking beat,” as 
well as to Western music’s roots in Europe.  
On April 17th, at 8:00 PM, join the College Choir 
and Chamber Singers in St. Joseph Memorial Chapel, 
along with director David Harris and accompanist Matt 
Jaskot, as they celebrate the spring semester and spread 
the music of Holy Cross around the world. 
Ted O’Neil, ‘17 
 
 If you missed the show or want to relive 
the Lessons and Carols experience… 
 
Watch it on YouTube: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oY4s__VjozQ&hd=1 
 
Enjoy the HC Video Christmas Card: 
 
http://news.holycross.edu/blog/2014/12/17/video-photo-
gallery-christmastime-at-holy-cross-is-a-sight-to-see/ 
 
Or download the performance tracks: 
 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/sqgcq1vhwnp4bzg/AABS__
AcTvo48Lvdfac7rR5ya?dl=0 
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Choirs in Review 
 
Lessons and Carols 
 
On December 11, 2014, St. Joseph’s Chapel was filled with 
staff, students, alumni, and friends of the College who 
gathered to enjoy and celebrate Holy Cross’s Lessons and 
Carols, beautiful presentation of scripture and 
corresponding psalms. This year, the Holy Cross Chamber 
Orchestra accompanied the College Choir and Chamber 
Singers, filling the chapel with music of the holiday season. 
Choir Director David Harris, along with Chamber Orchestra 
Director, Eric Culver, made this grand seasonal 
celebration possible. Throughout the week leading up to 
Lessons and Carols, both groups worked hard in order to 
blend as one. A special thank-you to the Director of Liturgy 
and Music, Norm Gouin, who also helped coordinate and 
direct the event.  
 
Lessons and Carols is always a special part the Christmas 
Season at Holy Cross, and this year’s performance could 
not have gone better.  Those who attended or viewed the 
live stream gave positive feedback, confirming a great 
welcome to the season on Mt. Saint James.  In fact, people 
came from out of state to attend the special evening.  The 
College Choir and Chamber Singers look forward to being a 
part of Lessons and Carols in the years to come. 
 
Emma Garaban, ‘17 
 
 
At the end of The Camino Experience, College Choir members join 
the audience to sing and dance to “A Rianxeira,” 
a well-known Galician tune. 
Have you photographed the choirs? 
Whether you’re a professional photographer or selfie enthusiast, please send 
any pictures you have of the HC Choirs to choirs@g.holycross.edu for our 
archives. 
 
The Camino Experience 
 
On Wednesday, February 4, 2015, Arts Transcending Borders 
(ATB) presented The Camino Experience: Making the Way. This 
performance was a collaborative effort between Holy Cross 
faculty, staff, and students as well as headliner Cristina Pato, a 
Galician bagpiper and pianist who is the 2014-2015 Holy Cross 
Artist in Residence 
  
The Camino de Santiago is a long and well-traveled pilgrimage 
that leads to the Cathedral of Santiago de Compostela in Galicia, 
Spain, and is commonly traveled as a means of spiritual growth, 
which the performance sought to mimic. In order to bring The 
Camino Experience to life, testimonials by individuals who 
completed the pilgrimage were incorporated into the 
performance. Under the theatrical direction of ATB director, Lynn 
Kramer, students and faculty of the Theater department 
performed these stories. Throughout the experience, the College 
Choir, Jazz Combo, soprano soloist Laurel Mehaffey, and 
Cristina Pato performed musical selections relating to the 
Camino stories.  I am a Vessel, a choir and bagpipe piece written 
by College Choir director, David Harris, had its world premiere at 
the event.  
 
The event carried out the mission of ATB; by collaborating with 
different artists, teachers, and departments, a unique and 
innovative way of performing was achieved.  
 
Phillip Losquadro '18 
 
    Consider having the Holy Cross Choirs sing for you! 
 
Are you hosting a party? 
Maybe you have another event at which singers would boost the profile, and for which you’d like to make a donation 
to the choir? 
Choral music changes events, help us help you by hiring us to perform in order to make Argentina a possibility for 
everyone. 
If interested, contact Director David Harris at jdharris@holycoss.edu with inquiries! 
Becoming a Reality: 
The Road to Argentina 
 
As the weeks go by and May draws 
nearer, the buzz about Argentina is one 
force that cannot be stopped.  Once 
offhand comments -- “This is one of the 
pieces we’ll be singing in Argentina,” 
“We’ll have some sort of tango lesson 
while we’re there,” “What if Cristina 
Pato came with us?” -- have begun to 
carry an excited weight with them.   At 
least once during each rehearsal 
Argentina is bound to be brought up, 
and it almost always segues into a bout 
of excited chatter.   
Now, thanks to the overwhelmingly 
generous support that the choir has 
received from alumni and friends, many 
more students have been able to join in 
that excitement.  Following two 
successful student phone-a-thons and 
several other donations, this trip has 
been made possible for singers who 
would otherwise be unable to attend.  
The support that this tour has received 
continues to astound and overjoy 
everyone involved, and it warrants our 
most sincere gratitude. 
As the countdown continues, all can 
rest assured that everyone is working 
tirelessly to make this trip a success.  
From brushing up on Spanish to 
perfecting the repertoire, there is still a 
lot that needs to be done, but thanks to 
the dedication shown by students, 
alumni, and friends alike, Argentina is 
on its way to being the tour of a 
lifetime. 
 
Hannah Gabriel, ‘17 
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Looking Back:  
A Note From the Chair 
 
Looking back at the first article I wrote after being elected last may, 
I had no idea that this job was more than setting goals and making 
sure that everything runs smoothly. Looking back, I had no idea 
how often I'd fall asleep thinking about choir nor how much of my 
life and identity it would become. Looking back, I had no idea what 
I was getting into - but that's not necessarily a bad thing. (In this 
instance it isn't at all.) Looking back, the girl who wrote that article 
is not the girl you call your president today, nor is choir what it 
once was. Both have changed for the better. 
 
Now I know, the concept of transformation seems very cliché, and 
just about every president of every organization argues for it. The 
difference between those presidents and I, however, is that when I 
tell you that things have changed, I'm being actually genuine. Did 
anyone ever think that the choir would have gigs at the BSU 
Fashion Show or in tandem with the Jazz Combo? Did anyone ever 
think that people would identify choir members as choir kids? Did 
anyone ever think that we would work with world famous 
composers and guest artists? I, for one, had no idea that any of this 
was possible other than in an idealized world, but it's real and it's 
happening in the now. It's not even because of all of the meticulous 
planning that David and I do. We're starting to have a presence now 
and that's not just because of the executives but from our members’ 
enthusiasm. Oh sure, we have our flaws but what really matters is, 
as the altos say, "We have fun." 
 
Looking forward, I can't tell you where we'll be in the future, not 
even a month from now. Looking forward, I know that the 
possibilities are endless. Looking forward, I'm glad that at the end 
of the day, there will always be a College Choir. 
 
Julia Dunn, ‘16 
Chair, Holy Cross Choirs 
 
